1866]    THE COMPOSITION OF  CONGRESS    645

few who have a right comprehension of the organic law and
our governmental system. There are a few good, conscien-
tious men, but no great and marked mind looms up in
either house. It seems to be taken for granted that Con-
gress is omnipotent and without limitation of powers. A
proposition, introduced by Thad Stevens, for reducing
the old State of North Carolina to a Territory was quietly
received as proper and matter-of-course legislation. By
what authority or by what process this is to be brought
about is not stated nor asked. To break down the States,
to take all power from the Executive, to cripple the Judici-
ary and reconstruct the Supreme Court, are among the
principal objects of the Radical leaders at this time. Four
fifths of the Members are small party men, creatures of
corner groceries, without any knowledge of the science
of government or of our Constitution. With them all the
great, overpowering purpose and aim are office and patron-
age. Most of their legislation relates to office and their
highest conception of legislative duty has in view place
and how to get it.

The talk and labor are of Reconstruction, for this is the
engine by which they hold power, yet not a man among
that great number of elected Radicals appears to know or
be able to define what he means by Reconstruction. The
States were for a time, while the Rebellion was going on,
antagonistic. Those in rebellion were out of their proper
relation to the Government. But the Rebellion has been
suppressed. War has ceased and those of our countrymen
who were in arms are, and have been for eighteen months,
pursuing their peaceful avocations. Each State has its
executive, its legislative, and its judicial departments, and
the whole machinery of government is in full operation;
the State and municipal laws are in force; everything in
each of the States is as perfect and complete as rt was ten
years ago before the Rebellion, saving and excepting their
right to representation in Congress, which is denied tnem
by the Radicals who want to reconstruct and govern tnem.